SCRATCHPARL PROGRAMME 


— '5| Democracy & Re Saat We 
9.30-5.30 + optional evening fun 2D) Nation a ~ P 


The Volunteer Centre 
25/27 Elmbank Street 


sft <3 Community = 


9.45-10.15: tea and coffee in big group 

18.30 : split into 3 groups depending on surname 
A to G in ground floor meeting room 
H to M in upstairs conference room er on 
N to Z remain in downstairs parliament 

return to full parliament, tea, coffee, morning debate 


11.30 3 

lpm approx: lunchtime, The Griffin, Griffinette 

2.00 : return to 3 groups for afternoon discussion glasgow free uni 
invites you to 


3.30 : return to full Parliament PS 
———— 
5.15 : ends 
THE VOLUNTEER CENTRE 
© MORNING inside this leaflet for matter of debate er peers Sea: 
MORNING: See inside this leaflet for MAETeE GX — | GLASGOW G2 4PB 
—redefining politics from first principles TT 
—what will be around in 20 years? \ 9.30-5.30 
--'the social' -- movement, association, management enterprise 
—families, unions, parties, in and against the state F = 
--integrity and/or the work ethic jALL WELCOME 
a °. 
1 oe 


} 


© AFTERNOON: experience, anecdotes; ref lection trust Sal 
--can we talk about community action as a great thing nowadays? (4 = Ss ’ 
--how easy is it to talk about feminism nowadays? rr 
--can we even talk about socialism nowadays? | . ‘ Pe 
--State-run integrity operations: radical will in civil service recurs 10on 0m 
--how nations emerge from colonial rule 
--cheap communications: jdeas for international networking ovement 
--public/civic/economic spaces occupied or up for grabs } ° . 
--men and women, therapy and consciousness raising as 80 ciat 10on Tos 
—who wants to rule an independent Scotland? 
respect 


@ WHIPS WILL BE PROVIDED. OTHER ROLES TO BE APPOINTED BY LOT. 


self-help 
@ On the evening of Friday (the 4th), 7pm onward, all are welcome at the ’ ; 

Transmission Gallery's fifth anniversary opening. Chisholm Street, Glasgow. fragment 8 

and walks on Sunday for anybody resilience 
dnd wo ies We @ FOR MORE INFORMATION RING: confession 
an A. Dickson: 0786 73702 guilt 
a0) Mk Thank SU J. Turner : 031 667 2372 
i p. Kravitz: 041 332 9797 powerles sness 
nail "\ Gy ex 429 (Thurs 9.30-4.30) 
guts 


scepticism... 


@ There will be parties on Saturday evening, 
interested. 


RING: A. Dickson 0786 73702 
J. Turner 031 667 2372 
P. Kravits 041 332 9797 
(Thurs 9.30-4.30) 


NO REGISTRATION FEES 


MORNING PRE-TEXT 


1. This is not an ideology and cannot determine the doings of 
a government. 

2. It is a set of general considerations in terms of which to 
reflect on such doings and engagements. 


3. Human beings are mortal persons whose conduct is composed of 
chosen responses to their circumstances and who recognise and respect each 
other as such. : 


4. We are related, whether or not we want, as competitors or partners in 
seeking the satisfaction of our desires, which mey include benefits to others 


5. We find ourselves joined in local and historical associations, invented 
by ourselves, which impose laws and conditions upon our possible actions. 


6. These conditions range from matters of convention (propriety, taste, etc) 
to beliefs about absolute moral right and wrong. 


7. These include ploys, religious and otherwise, which aim to reconcile 
us to the mortality and imperfections of being human. 


8. This association becomes our culture . It is handed on through educ- 
ation and is always unfinished. But it is pre-eminently a human relation- 
ship formed through mutual self-understandings and involves love and 
friendship among other things. 


9. As part and parcel of being human, it is however always precarious. 


10. We need to sustain (not replace) it by something less subtle, less 
demanding and less ambiguous: namely a relationship in terms of rules 
(laws) which impose on us the obligation to observe certain conditions (as 
simple as possible) while getting on with our own self-chosen actions, and 
which impose penalties if we fail to comply. 

11. The authority of these laws derives from our recognising the 
procedures by which they are made or announced, and their content (or 
"justice') reflects the character of the culture from which they emerge. 
12. They are designed to express, in a simplified manner, those items 

of a cultural relationship which, if not generally and consistently 
observed, threaten its dissolution. 

13. Governing is having the care and custody of this rule-ordered manner 
of association. 

14. The engagement and action of politics is to consider these terms of 
civil order in respect of their adequacy to perform their function as 
human discoveries and adventures get ever more complicated. 

15. By this definition, politics is not concerned with the satisfaction 
of interests, or the pursuit of an ultimate goal, or with the virtuousness 
of conduct, but with an order composed of simple duties that are good in 
themselves. ‘ 


---adapted from several writings 


=—s 


spheres, to win renown with Machiavelli, it was at first only a pure game of 
signs, a pure strategy not burdened with any social or historical 'truth' but, 
on the contrary, played on the absence of truth (as later did the Jesuits’ wordly 
trategy on the absence of God)...It is since the 18th century and particularly since 
the Revolution that the’ political has taken a decisive turn, a social reference. The 
political became an evocation of the people, the people's will, etc. No longer did 
it work on signs, but on meaning...Here began the absolute hegemony of the Vv 


( When the political emerged during the Renaisaance from the ecclesiastical 


social and the economic, and the compulsion of the political to become the 
legislative, institutional, executive mirror of the social. The autonomy 
of the political was inversely proportional to the growing hegemony of the 
social. 


relative indifference towards the militance of the first and second generations, 

an attitude ot retreat from sexism (male as well as female) and, gradually, from 

any kind of anthropomorphism. The fact that this might quickly become another 
form of spiritualism turning its back on social problems, or else a form of repression 
ready to support all status quos, should not hide the radicalness of the process. 


This process could be summarised as an interiorisation of the founding ») D) 


sparen of the Socio symbolic contract, as an introduction of its cut- 
t: ige into the very interior of every identity, whether subjective, 


sexual, ideological or so forth. 


(( As related to the question of women I see arising, under the cover of a 


“Democracy as technique not ideology!" (texts drawn from J. Baudrillard, J. Kristeva, 


“The sceptic keeps his mind continually M. Haraszti, S. Kierkwq-¢) 
in suspense; it is this frame of mind that he wills to maintain." 


THE FREE UNI: PAST MEETINGS HAVE IN“LUDED 
ONES ON: 
is an ever changing and varied group of people ae: 
who started meeting in Glasgow in January 1987. computers 
ied Hegel 

i proposals include: : 
Aims and 3 women in Scotland 
1. Formal education fails to encourage enquiry Eis pain Wie 


beyond getting academic .and vocational 
certificates; the F.U. is not specialist. 

2. Employment traditionally provides status, 
contact and activity. It need not be 
the only place for such. 


Pauio Friere 
radical bookshops 
the future for publishing 


Our society is losing any sense of neigh- 
bourhood, but a sense of community is 

a human necessity. We can only be really 
human when we support, help, learn from 


AIDS culture 
law centres 


a truce from rape 


and belong to each other as citizens, friends eocial Shope 
and neighbours. The F.U. aims to create 
situations in which people can share know- Joseph Beuys 
ledge, skills and enthusiasms. Nebien land Flwine 
die Gruenen 
Ivan Illych 


+ hill walks and picnics 


